National Oceans Council Seeks Comment on 

Creation of Strategic Plan

On July 19, 2010, President Obama signed Executive Order 13547 establishing a National Policy for the Stewardship of the Ocean, our Coasts, and the Great Lakes, which adopts the Final (nine) Recommendations of the Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force and directs the federal government agencies to take the appropriate action to implement them.   The Executive Order also created the National Oceans Council (NOC) to strengthen governance of the oceans and to coordinate the planning of oceans, coasts and Great Lakes.
The NOC has now announced its intent to prepare a strategic plan for the nine priority objectives indentified in the Final Recommendations and is requesting input on the development of these strategic plans.  To learn the detail about the NOC, please go to http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/oceans.  The NOC is requesting the following questions be addresses for each of the nine objectives:

· What near-term, mid-term, and long-term actions would most effectively help the Nation achieve this policy objective?

· What are some of the major obstacles to achieving this objective?

· What milestones and performance measures would be most useful?

Comments should be submitted by April 29, 2011 with draft strategic action plans being released for public comment in the summer of 2011.  You can submit comments online at http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/oceans/sap.

After reviewing the nine objectives, it is clear the future of coastal recreational boating and development of coast properties for access would be greatly influenced by where the government goes with its strategic plan.  Recreational boating must be involved in this strategic planning process.  The nine priority objectives identified by the Task Force are:

· Ecosystem-Based Management: Adopt ecosystem-based management as a foundational principle for the comprehensive management of the ocean, our coasts, and the Great Lakes;

· Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning: Implement comprehensive, integrated, ecosystem-based coastal and marine spatial planning and management in the U.S.;

· Inform Decisions and Improve Understanding: Increase knowledge to continually inform and improve management and policy decisions and the capacity to respond to change and challenges;
· Coordinate and Support: Better coordinate and  support Federal, State, local, and regional  management of the ocean, our coasts, and the Great Lakes;

· Resiliency and Adaption to Climate Change and Ocean Acidification: Strengthen resiliency of coastal communities and marine and Great Lakes environments and their abilities to adapt to climate change impacts and acidification;

· Regional Ecosystems Protection and Restoration: Establish and implement an integrated ecosystem protection and restoration strategy that is science-based and aligns conservation and restoration at the Federal, State, local and regional levels;.

· Water Quality and Sustainable Practices on Land:  Enhance water quality in the ocean, along our coasts, and in the Great Lakes;

· Changing Conditions in the Arctic:  Address environmental stewardship needs in the Arctic Ocean and adjacent coastal areas in the face of climate-induced and other environmental changes;

· Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes Observations, Mapping, and Infrastructure:  Strengthen and integrate Federal and non-Federal ocean observing systems, sensors, data collection platforms, data management, etc. into international observation efforts.

According to the press release, the NOC wants to actively engage interested parties, including recreational interests and private enterprise, in the formation of the strategic plan.  Marina operators and boats yards should become keenly aware of these objectives and the process going on to develop an implementation strategy, which intends to control development and usage of the entire coastline of our country.

